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Also, please be aware that this paper presumes a working knowledge of MLA format. All material quoted or paraphrased from the short stories, for example, must be documented with in-text citations and an accompanying Works Cited entry. 

Should you choose to omit documentation requirements, your work will receive a grade of 59% or lower. 

Learning Outcomes
The goals of this assignment are for you to:

1. Write a literary analysis of a short story with an argument and support of your own.
2. Use correct essay structure as outlined in the course documents.
3. Use correct academic diction as indicated in the course documents.
4. Document your work using correct MLA format.


Instructions
Write a 750-word essay (plus or minus 5%) on one of the following subjects listed below. You are encouraged to view these subjects as points of departure for your own topic or approach, which you then encapsulate in your thesis statement. Remember that your word count does NOT include direct quotations, but DOES include paraphrases.

Your short story analysis needs to indicate an overall understanding of the story as well as your very specific approach. Construct your essay using a thesis statement that links to the topic sentences of the paragraphs, and develop each of your paragraphs to about 120 words.  Use academic English in your writing.

This assignment does not require secondary source materials.  If you use any outside research, make certain it is of sufficient quality to be included in your essay, and document it correctly in-text and on your Works Cited page. Remember that for this course, Wikipedia is not considered an appropriate source. 

You must document any paraphrases and/or quotations from the short story using in-text citations and a Works Cited page.  (MLA FORMAT)

PLEASE DOUBLE-SPACE YOUR ASSIGNMENT, AND INCLUDE IDENTIFICATION INFORMATION ON THE ASSIGNMENT ACCORDING TO MLA GUIDELINES.


Assignment Subjects
1. The significance of the setting in “Beyond the Bayou” from the point of view of Cheri.

2. The significance of Laura’s hat in “The Garden Party” from the point of view of class tensions in the story.

3. The significance of the title in “Two Kinds” from the point of view of June’s mother. 

4. The significance of border imagery in “Borderlands” from the point of view of race tensions in the story. 

You may choose a subject other than those listed above to write on, but you must have instructor approval before working on it. Please email me your request. Failure to have approval from your instructor will result in the assignment being assigned a zero (0).


Grading
Content:  clear, complete and comprehensive; strong focus on the short story all the way through
Structure: thesis statement, paragraphs of approximately 120 words each that have a topic sentence, transitions and a concluding sentence; strong introduction and conclusion
Diction:  professional tone, no slang or contractions, no use of 1st person
Grammar: mechanics, spelling and other writing matters correct
Format: double-spaced, paragraphs indented, format according to MLA guidelines
Documentation: in-text citations and Works Cited entries according to MLA guidelines

